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mission

our core

our

Respect 

to create trust 

Compassion 

to connect one life to another

Family  

to sustain throughout life

Persistence  

to stay the course, no matter what

Safety  

to create a secure foundation

Hope 

to invent a future

President and CEO Tom Alexander

Fred Finch Youth Center  

seeks to provide innovative,  

effective services supporting children,  

youth, young adults, and families  

to heal from trauma and  

lead healthier, productive lives.
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2012: A year of change,  
a year of courage
Dear Friends, 

When Fred Finch Youth Center was founded in 1891 by Captain Duncan 

and Eunice Finch, the seed of action to form the orphanage was a terrible 

and tragic event—the premature death of the Captain and Eunice’s son 

Fred, who succumbed to tuberculosis. Despite their grief, the Finch’s made 

the decision to act, and in so doing, helped themselves in recovering from 

their grief, and also set into motion a legacy of caring for children, youth, 

and families that is today vibrant, meaningful and a testament to the 

courage to act in times of fear, despair or strife.

The theme of FFYC’s annual report this year is “change and courage.”  

As Nelson Mandela said, “I learned that courage is not the absence of 

fear but the triumph over it. The brave man is not he who does not feel 

afraid, but he who conquers that fear.” Just as the Captain and Eunice made the choice to act, 

FFYC helps those who need the courage to take action, to risk failure, to face fear and desperation 

and to overcome those feelings, deciding to act to improve their situation, their behavior and their 

lives. It is the youth and families who experience trauma in countless ways, from abuse at the hands 

of loved ones, to community and domestic violence, substance abuse, poverty, or the grief of a 

developmentally challenged child that FFYC seeks to serve. Fred Finch Youth Center is committed  

to helping these individuals develop the courage to act—to deal with the fear, the hopelessness,  

the anger, and to take the necessary steps toward a path of healing and success.

In the following pages you will see how FFYC helps thousands of kids and families take the 

difficult and challenging steps to make changes in their lives. It is with your support that FFYC  

can achieve its mission of serving youth and families touched by trauma and fear, by providing  

support, guidance and counsel so they can have the courage to act, to overcome life’s challenges,  

and to flourish.

2012 was a year of change for FFYC, from new leadership to the continued development of the 

Oakland campus into something more than the traditional congregate care “orphanage.”  

FFYC and its volunteer Board of Directors has faced these changes and responded with action—

including the near completion of Rising Oaks, thirty units of housing for foster youth who are  

aging out of care. And, in exciting news, the award of a grant to develop a Wellness Center on  

the Oakland campus in collaboration with various community partners, will provide foster youth,  

as well as community youth and families, much needed mental health, health and dental care.  

While we continue to change and evolve, particularly on the Oakland campus, our existing  

programs in San Diego, Alameda, Contra Costa and San Mateo counties remain strong, helping 

families, youth and young adults in a variety of community-based and residential settings  

to overcome adversity and trauma.

We sincerely appreciate the aid and generosity of those community members, who not unlike  

Captain and Eunice Finch, have decided to act so that FFYC may provide youth, families and  

young adults the chance to find their courage, to act, and to lead healthier and productive lives.  

Thank you for your on-going support. 

David McGrew	T om Alexander 

Board Chair	 President and CEO
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Rising Oaks
A new lease on life 

Beginning with seeds of hope, and nourished by 

the courage of a dedicated team, the construction 

of Rising Oaks apartments represents one of the 

most visible changes taking place on the Fred Finch 

Oakland campus. 

A successful launch into adult life rests on a  

three-legged stool that provides secure housing, 

access to health care, and opportunities to  

explore and achieve. At 18, foster youth often  

find themselves short on these critical resources.

Working with young people and collaborating with 

many partners, FFYC is launching our Rising Oaks 

Campus with the opening of 30 studio apartments 

that offer affordable housing to young people ages 

18 – 24 from the foster care system. Open to tenants in Spring 2013, this is the first step toward 

achieving a life skills campus specifically tailored to meet the needs and challenges of these  

young adults.

A healthy fouNdation 

Further progress has been made toward the realization of our comprehensive vision. In December 

2012, FFYC was awarded a federal grant from the Health Resources and Services Administration  

to create the Rising Oaks Wellness Center, also on the Fred Finch Oakland campus. We will 

renovate an existing space to create a health and dental clinic that will serve young adults 

throughout the county, as well as students at neighboring Bret Harte Middle School. Envisioned  

by FFYC, this project is a collaboration between Alameda County Social Services Administration,  

as well as Native American Health Centers, Alameda County Health Services Administration,  

and Oakland Unified School District. Construction will begin in the fall of 2013.

Hope for our futurE 

Finally, Rising Oaks will provide opportunities for youth to explore career and educational 

opportunities, connect with other youth, with access to resources and services tailored to their 

individual strengths and needs. Our goal is that each young person graduate connected to a 

supportive network of peers and family, equipped to successfully compete in today’s job and 

housing markets, and able to contribute to their communities. 

Rising Oaks, providing youthful tenants a comfortable, safe environment where hope and  

courage to change can flourish.

To learn more, please visit our website: risingoaks.org
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Consolidated statement  
of financial position
June 30, 2012 (with comparative totals for 2011)

ASSETS	 2012	 2011

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents	 3,508,101 	 3,315,913

Restricted cash	 904,974 	 -	

Accounts receivable (net of allowance of 	 4,519,265	 4,774,591 

$55,837 in 2012 and $226,294 in 2011)	  		

Contributions receivable – current position	 15,000 	 15,000	

Prepaid expenses, deposits and other assets	 365,824 	 410,263	

Total current assets	 $9,313,164 	 8,515,767	

Noncurrent assets

Investments held in perpetual trust by bank	 102,241 	 109,717	

Contributions receivable – noncurrent portion	 - 	 15,000	

Beneficial interest in charitable remainder trusts	 286,814 	 305,971	

Marketable securities	 894,463 	 1,210,233	

Construction in progress	 95,346	  14,977 	

Loan issuance costs, net	 1,340,684	 –

Property and equipment, net	 4,119,624 	 5,025,565	

Total noncurrent assets	 $6,839,172 	  $6,681,463 	

Total assets	 $16,152,336 	 $15,197,230	  

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 2012	 2011

Current liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities	  2,949,125 	 2,814,850	

Advances and overpayments	 2,168,895 	 2,503,581	

Current portion of long-term debt	 298,567 	 308,893	

Total current liabilities	 $5,416,587 	 $5,627,324	

Noncurrent liabilities

Obligations assumed under King St. acquisition	 754,210 	 726,491	

Long-term debt, net of current portion	 2,991,641 	 1,828,384	

Total noncurrent liabilities	 $3,745,851 	 $2,554,875	

Total liabilities	 $9,162,438 	 $8,182,199	

Net assets

Unrestricted	 5,934,466 	 5,928,899	

Temporarily restricted	 757,354 	 780,578	

Permanently restricted	 298,078 	 305,554	

Total net assets	 $6,989,898 	 $7,015,031	

Total liabilities and net assets	 $16,152,336 	 $15,197,230	

Revenues

Local contracts	 24,362,788

Federal contracts	 1,087,822

State contracts	 1,087,563

Contributions	 160,363

Fundraising events	 58,635

Investments	 52,322

Total	 $26,800,089 

Expenses

Programs	 22,371,605

Administration	 4,289,278

Fundraising	 164,339

Total	 $26,825,222

83%

91%

16%

4%
4%
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Helping children, youth and families
FAMILY Services

Serving families with significant and complex needs including 

trauma, neglect, substance abuse, domestic violence, mental 

illness, developmental challenges or poverty, FFYC has long 

held the belief that family-centered service results in the best 

outcomes for children and youth. Recognizing that families, 

whether traditional or fashioned by other choices, provide 

sustenance and permanence over a lifetime, FFYC works in a 

variety of settings to assist families in becoming self-sufficient 

and resilient. Whether in our specialized residential programs, 

community-based wraparound programs or community-based 

mental health or parenting programs, services are designed 

to value the strengths of each family member and to move 

families to utilizing their own strengths and supports. 

Mental Health Services

FFYC has been providing intensive community-based mental health services for youth in homes, 

schools and clinics for over two decades. Characterized by accessible, trauma-informed and 

intensive support, mental health services are provided to youth at risk of placement disruption, 

whether from natural, foster family or group home care. Services reach young people with mental 

illness, significant trauma or loss or other emotional distress. Mental health services are also 

provided in school settings where the focus is on promoting emotional health so that a student  

can benefit from their educational opportunities. 

Housing

A true innovator in the development of housing opportunities for youth with emotional 

disturbance, FFYC continues its leadership in the field with the development of Rising Oaks, 

which will provide a new lease on life for 30 foster youth aging out of the child welfare system. 

Additionally, FFYC provides transitional housing for homeless youth as well as permanent housing 

for young adults with serious mental illness. These housing opportunities provide youth and  

young adults the chance to reside in a safe and secure environment while developing the  

necessary skills to live independently. 

Transitions

Designed to complement FFYC’s housing programs, the transition programs provide vocational 

and educational connections, mental health support and linkage to other community support.  

Many of the youth accessing these services are former foster children, who bring with them 

histories of abuse, neglect and complex emotional and physical health needs. With the 

development of the Rising Oaks Wellness Center on site at FFYC, we will provide necessary 

health and dental services as a component of assisting these youth in achieving stability and 

independence.
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ETHNICITY

32%	M exican/Latin American, 
	 other Hispanic

32%	 African American

19%	W hite/Caucasion

17%	M ulti-racial

county

52%	 San Diego 

35%	 Alameda

8%	 Contra Costa 

5%	 San Mateo

AGE

38%	 13 – 17

35%	 0 – 12

27%	 18 – 25

3,000more than 3,000 people served

GENDER

52%	M ale

47%	F emale

1%	U nreported

Facts and figures
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With your kind support
Fred Finch Youth Center extends our deepest thanks to every individual, business and organization that made donations  

in fiscal year 2011. You are, each and every one, our heroes. Large or small, the gifts you send directly benefit our work  

to help change the lives of children who have been abused or neglected.

Below, we offer special recognition to donors whose gifts were received from July 2011 through June 2012. We are truly 

grateful for your commitment to FFYC.

Individual Donors
Joanna Aamodt
Ray Adair
Thomas and Karen Alexander
Cardell and Jimmie Alford
Asbury United Methodist Church
Gianna Autry
Gordon Baranco
Mark Borsuk
John Branagh
Alden Briscoe
Bishop Warner H. Brown, Jr.
Howard and Susan Buchanan
California-Nevada Conference  
United Methodist Women
Castro Valley United Methodist Church
Moira Chapin
Mark Chenven. M.D.
Christian Women’s Outreach/ 
Pathway Fellowship
Sharon Collins
Theresa Coughlin 
Roger Daniels
Reverend Andrea E. Davidson
Roni Davis
John and Carrie Dern
Downs Memorial United Methodist Church
El Sobrante United Methodist Church
Elk Grove United Methodist Church
Jim and Jill Ellis
John and Janice Emerson
Jan W. Feller
Dianne M. Fishwild
Holly Forman
Clifford and Billie Fortner
John and Helen Foster
Patricia M. Framo
Frank Gareis
Alison F. Geballe
Terrence E. Gentle
Kweli Gibson
Carin Giusti
Barbara Glaze
Roger and Sue Graham
Mike Granados

John L. Grigsby
Sue Guy

Andrew Halprin
Mr. and Mrs. Scott E. Hardy
Yolanda Harris
Ann Henning
Joslin K. Herberich
Kent Hoffman
Charles Houston
Ta-Chiang Hsu
Roger Huddlestone
Fabriane Hudson
William and Ella Marie Hunt
Kathie Jacobson
Elisabeth Jewel
Bradley Johnson
Meredith Johnson
Leah Jones
Stephen M. Judson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Kavinoky
Justin Keane
John Killcommons
Brenda Knox
Timothy and Kristin Koelzer
Randy Kremlacek
Brian and Pam Laidlaw
Peter Langhoff
William F. Leimbach
Mr. and Mrs. William Leivonen, Jr.
Paula E. Leslie
Linwood Little
Los Altos United Methodist Church
Margaret Lucas
Randy Marcotte
Sumner and Hermine Marshall
Susanna and Brad Marshland
David and Julie McGrew
Ms. Jean L. McGuire
Steven Meckfessel
Florence Melbin
Jacqueline Miranda
Sandra Amador Mora
Della J. Mundy
Barbara Nemer
William Warner O’Byrne
Michael Oddo
Wayne H. Oversen
Christine G. Pattillo
Lay Beng Peh

Melody R. Phipps
Julia Pinces
Robert and Patricia Raburn
M. Stephen and Wendy Reiser
David and Helen Roach
Drew and Margaret Robarts
Merle and MaryLou Robinson
Lindy Ross
San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church
Maria Sandretti
Dan Sanguinetti
James and Patricia Scott
Gay Searcy
Lynette Seid
F. Stanley Seifried
Bryan Shaner
Thomas and Rebecca Shankland
Cyndi Sheets
Wade and Virginia Sherwood
Dianne Sierra 
Mark Silverman
Marshall L. Smith
Jason Smithson
G. Treacy Sommer
Bruce Soublet
Soulsbyville Ladies Aid
John F. Steinfirst
William and Constance Stephans
Marilyn Strand
John and Jacqueline Streetz
Susanville United Methodist Women
Susan Suzuki
Mariana Torres
United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women Marysville
United Methodist Women, Downs UMC
Maresha Wagner
Renee Walker
Andrea Walter
Richard J. Walter
Michael and Roberta Wexler
Matthew J. Williams
Sam Williams
Alba Witkin
Moe Wright
Mark Ziemendorf

Please know we’ve worked hard to ensure 
the accuracy of this list. If your name has 
been omitted or misspelled, call us at 
(510) 482-2244.
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Corporate Donors
Accretive Health, Inc. 
ALCAL Speciality Contracting, Inc. 
Arterra Landscaping Architects LLP
Ascentis Corporation
AT&T 
Bank of America 
Bank of the West
Bay Alarm Company
Bay Area Service League 
BBI Construction
Branagh, Inc.
Buchanan Construction
Citibank
CJ Products, LLC 
Commercial Facilities, Inc.
Dern Advisory Services
Equibrand Consulting
Forrests Music
GTE Communications
Heffernan Insurance Brokers
JP Morgan Chase
Kaiser Permanente
Metro Services Group
One Toyota of Oakland
PC Professional, Inc.
Perfect Video Conferencing
Pipeline Graphics, Inc. 
Presidio Bank
Verizon Wireless

In-kind Donors
ABC-TV
Alameda County Computer Resource 
Center
Allied Gardens
Lance and Lita Anderson
Cheryl Applewood
Atlantis Casino Resort Spa
Gordon Baranco 
Barbacoa Restaurant
Barry’s Tickets
Bay Sunday CBS Local Media

BayWolf Restaurant
Berkeley Repertory Theatre
Bocanova
John Branagh
C Donatiello Winery
CBS 5 Eyewitness News
City National Bank
Clear Channel Media + Entertainment
Club Xcite
Comcast Newsmakers
Creature Comfort
Joanne Coyne Gayton
Cuppa Cuppa
Loke Davis
John and Carrie Dern
Diablo Creek Golf Course
El Sobrante United Methodist Church
Faz Restaurant & Catering 
Shannon Fleming-Wood 
Forbes Mill Steak House
April Garcia
Golden State Warriors
Roger, Sue and Laura Graham
Greystone Hotels
Half Price Books Concord 
Kinya Harrell
Ann Henning 
House to Home
Charles Houston
Brad Johnson
Meredith Johnson
Kellie Knox
Kuleto’s Restaurant
Lance Anderson Design
Laura Lance
Steve Lee
Peggy Lucas
Randy Marcotte
Brad and Susanna Marshland
Mattress Discounters/Mattresses 4 Kids
Mechanics Bank
Jacqueline Miranda
Ian and Kim Moore
Moraga Country Club

Motivational Interviewing
MusicianCorps
Neko Art
Nice Guys
North County Food Bank
1-Closet
Oakland A’s
Oakland Museum
Oakland Raiders
Dave Offerman
Larry Olson/J.O.B. Radio Show 
Olympic Circle Sailing Club
Oskar Blues Brewery
Outdoor Outreach
Ozumo Restaurant
Pajama Program
Pave Fine Jewelry
Katie Percy
Pillow Pets
Prescott Hotel
Rebuilding Together Oakland
Rubios
Safeway Stores
San Diego Futures Foundation
San Diego Youth Center
San Diego Youth Services
San Diego Tours
San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church
Scott’s Seafood
Scrap Art Supplies San Francisco
Souplantation
St. Theresa Parish 
The Sleep Train, Inc.
Town Hall Restaurant
Toys for Tots
Annette Tumolo
Ultimate Sports Guide
United Way of San Diego
Verne Vanclear
Avery, Emma and Eli Waldman
Christopher Weills
Wente Vineyards

Bernard E. & Alba Witkin 
Charitable Foundation

California-Nevada  
United Methodist Foundation

Charles Schwab Corporation  
Foundation

Collins/Steinfirst Family Trust

Community Health Charities

East Bay Jewish Teen Foundation

Heffernan Group Foundation

Insurance Industry Charitable  
Foundation

Kazan, McClain, Abrams, Fernandez,  
Lyons, Greenwood, Harley &  
Oberman Foundation

Margoes Foundation

Marra Foundation

Melbin Trust

Rainbow Community Center  
of Contra Costa

Safeway Foundation

San Francisco Foundation

Tackling the Odds

The Morris Stulsaft Foundation

foundation giving
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Development and  
community involvement
 
2012 Champions for Youth Golf Tournament 

The 2012 Champions for Youth Golf Tournament is designed to be an exclusive, 

first-class event for friends and colleagues, executives and their clients, and 

vendors. The event is an important catalyst linking the business community 

with Fred Finch Youth Center, and building a greater partnership for promoting 

FFYC’s mission. 

Recognized during the Banquet portion of the event was a young Courage Award 

winner and her family. Courage Awardees are youth who have overcome the odds 

to create a better path in life, with the help of FFYC services and programs.

The event was held at the renowned Claremont Country Club, nestled in the Oakland Hills. 

Sponsors and players alike enjoyed a full day of golf, with ideal opportunities for client 

entertainment and networking on the beautiful course designed by Dr. Alister MacKenzie in  

1903. Pre-tournament contests, lunch, cocktail reception, auction, and awards dinner were enjoyed 

by all. Attendees also received signature parting gifts and experienced the first-class hospitality  

of the Claremont Country Club. 

Fred Finch Youth Center San Diego Reception 

On November 14, 2012, a reception was held at Croce’s Restaurant & Jazz Bar in San Diego for 

Fred Finch friends, Board Members, supporters and those interested in learning more and getting 

involved. The event, a first-ever in San Diego, was very well attended. The mission of FFYC was  

a highlight of the program, as was a special presentation to a foster parent recognized for her 

involvement and success with FFYC.

Rising Oaks Groundbreaking Ceremony  

Fred Finch Youth Center broke ground on March 16, 2012 for Rising Oaks, an affordable housing 

project which will provide 30 studio apartment units for young people, ages 18 – 24, as they launch 

into adult life from the foster care system. Developed in partnership with Alameda County Social 

Services and Affordable Housing Associates, Rising Oaks is our first step in the development of 

a life skills campus specifically tailored to meet the needs and challenges of young adults exiting 

foster care. This youth-friendly gathering place will include vocational and educational support, 

counseling, independent living skills practice, including specific emphasis on fiscal literacy, and 

health and dental services. Our goal is that each young person graduate equipped to successfully 

and productively contribute to their communities, and to lead healthier, more productive lives.

2012 Fred Finch Youth Center Annual Board Dinner 

Every year, Fred Finch Youth Center sponsors an Annual Board Dinner and celebration.  

The 2012 event was held on March 27th at Scott’s Seafood Restaurant, at Jack London Square, 

Oakland, overlooking the San Francisco Bay. 

The event recognizes several honored guests and employees. Staff are honored for their  

long-time service to the agency or for winning a CHAMP Award. Also recognized are Courage 

Award winners—youth who have overcome the odds to create a better path in life, with the help  

of FFYC services and programs. Attendees included FFYC supporters, corporate partners and 

family members of honorees.

To get involved, contact development@fredfinch.org or call (510) 482-2244.

ev
en

ts



Executive Team

Thomas N. Alexander, LCSW 
President and CEO

Susanna Marshland, LCSW 
Regional Vice President, 
Northern California

Ali Freedman, PsyD 
Regional Vice President, 
Southern California

Ed Hsu, MBA 
Chief Financial Officer

Sue Guy, MS 
Chief Human Resources Officer

Leah Jones, BA 
Director of Development  
& Communications

Tim Trickett-Robles, BA 
Senior Director of Administration

Board officers

David McGrew 
Board Chair

Elisabeth Jewel 
Vice Chair

Richard Walter 
Treasurer

Kweli Gibson 
Secretary

Gordon Baranco 
Assistant Secretary

Board Members

David McGrew, Board Chair 
Chief Financial Officer of Santa Clara Valley  
Health and Hospital System

Elisabeth Jewel, Vice Chair 
Founding Partner 
Aroner, Jewel & Ellis Partners

Richard J. Walter, Treasurer 
Vice President, Finance

Kweli Gibson, Secretary 
Alameda and Contra Costa Counties  
Collaborative Community Planning Council

Honorable Gordon Baranco,  
Assistant Secretary 
Judge, Superior Court of California  
County of Alameda

Mariana Torres 
Behavioral Health Clinical Supervisor 
Criminal Justice Mental Health 
Alameda County Behavioral Health Care Services

Bruce Soublet 
Assistant City Attorney/ADA Coordinator 
City of Richmond

Bishop Warner H. Brown, Jr. 
Resident Bishop 
California-Nevada Conference  
Annual Conference  
United Methodist Church

Reverend Andrea E. Davidson 
Senior Pastor 
Taylor Memorial United Methodist Church  
Oakland 

Brad Johnson 
Operations Director 
Evolve

Lynette Seid 
Area Chief Financial Officer 
Kaiser Foundation Hospitals and  
Health Plan, San Diego

Matt Williams 
Investment Advisor

Leading the way
Without the professionals who make up the Fred Finch Youth Center leadership team and our 

dedicated board members, the broad scope of our facility—and the success of our programs 

and services—would not be possible.

Fred Finch Youth Center wishes to thank and recognize all of these individuals for their hard 

work and dedication.
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Alameda County 

(Main Campus)

3800 Coolidge Avenue

Oakland, CA 94602

(510) 482-2244

Contra Costa

2523 El Portal Drive

Suite 201

San Pablo, CA 94806

(510) 439-3130

San Diego

3434 Grove Street

Lemon Grove, CA 91945

(619) 281-3706

San Mateo

126 West 25th Avenue

Suite 202

San Mateo, CA 94403

(650) 286-2090

Eco-friendly— 
recycled paper 
soy-based inks

‘‘ ‘‘You gain strength, courage  

and confidence by every  

experience in which you really  

stop to look fear in the face.  

You are able to say to yourself,  

‘I have lived through this horror.  

I can take the next thing  

that comes along.’ You must  

do the thing you think you  

cannot do.

—Eleanor Roosevelt


